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played a very clever game. He boldly sought an
interview with the King, the details of which are,
of course, hidden, but the results of which are
clear, and of which Henry's cousin Cardinal
Pole has told us the essentials. He seems to
have urged upon the King the policy of threatening
the Pope with schism unless the divorce were
ultimately granted. And perhaps at the same
time he made the first suggestion of looting the
Church.
But, though he thus went over to the secret
service of the King, he was not publicly admitted
to be a royal servant till nearly three years later.
He was not so foolish as to throw over Wolsey,
his late master. In the first place, he knew very
well that nothing would make him look more
odious than ingratitude. In the next place, there
was nothing to be gained by spurning the great
man who had made his career, and in the third
place, what I think decided him, he knew
that Henry in his heart regretted the loss of
Wolsey.
The King had been compelled by Anne Boleyn
to get rid of Wolsey, but he would send, semi-
privately, messages to the fallen minister and felt
a continued real friendship for him; so it would
never have paid Thomas Cromwell to have given
Henry the impression that he, Cromwell, was
Wolsey's enemy. However, Wolsey died soon